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Grade 7, Unit 4 Pre-assessment 

 
 
 
 
A Letter from New York 
by Jean Lawler 
 
 
Dear Aunt Julia, 
 
I have so much to tell you, I don’t know where to begin! Remember last summer when I 
told you that I was planning to enter the TeenSay Magazine essay contest? Well, I 
entered, and my essay, "Improving Community Safety," won! The prize was a weekend 
trip to New York City, with a visit to the TeenSay offices to see how they publish the 
magazine each month. Three of us were chosen to go from Texas: two other contest 
winners, and myself. 
 
My mom took me to the airport for the flight to New York, and I have to admit I was 
nervous! I’ve flown before, but never without my parents. But when we got to the airport 
and met the other people in our group, I relaxed. The group leader, Ms. Alvarez, was 
really friendly and easy to talk to. She is in charge of marketing and special promotions 
at TeenSay Magazine. While we waited for our flight, she described the activities we’d 
be participating in that weekend. She also introduced me to the other contest winners. 
Irene is from Arlington, and she’s 13 years old like me. She won a prize for the series of 
photographs she took when her family drove across the country last summer. The other 
winner is a 15-year-old boy named Eddie. Eddie won the TeenSay community spirit 
award for cleaning up and improving the neighborhood parks in his town. Irene and 
Eddie both seemed like a lot of fun. Before our plane even took off, we were laughing 
and telling jokes like we’d known each other forever. 
 
I was surprised at how quick the flight seemed. Since Ms. Alvarez and I were sitting 
next to each other, she told me a lot about herself and how she had ended up working 
at TeenSay Magazine. She said that as a young girl she had always enjoyed writing 
stories and interviewing people. She also loved planning and organizing events. She 
was always in charge of planning her school’s dances and fundraisers, and even 
organized her family’s big reunion party every year. After college, she got a job as a 
reporter at TeenSay, and then she gradually moved into their marketing and special 
promotions department. She said that she still occasionally writes an article for them, 
but she loves what she does now. I told her that I was thinking about becoming a 
reporter someday, and she said that she thought I could do it if I worked really hard. 
 



 
 

Before I knew it, we were landing in New York. At the airport, we were picked up in a 
limousine—just like celebrities! We drove to the TeenSay offices downtown. All during 
the ride, Irene and Eddie and I were pressed up against the windows like little kids, 
staring at the buildings and the people we passed. You wouldn’t believe how different 
New York is from Texas! The colors, the smells, the noises—everything is different. We 
couldn’t get over how crowded it was: all of the people and cars on the streets and so 
much going on. We were excited to jump in and start seeing the sights. 
 
When we arrived at the TeenSay offices, Ms. Alvarez took us on a tour. We got to see 
how a magazine goes from a rough manuscript to a finished issue. I couldn’t believe 
how much work and detail goes into each issue, and how many people it takes to do the 
work. My favorite part was seeing the bulletin board where sketches, rough drafts, and 
outlines get pinned up in sequence. We also met many of the employees, from 
illustrators and writers to photographers and editors, and they answered all of our 
questions. 
 
By the time the tour was over, Ms. Alvarez could tell that we were getting tired. She took 
us to her favorite restaurant, and on the way there we had a chance to do some 
window-shopping and check out some of the sights. All around us, people were 
speaking different languages. I told Ms. Alvarez that I thought I could spend a whole 
year in New York and still not see everything! 
 
When I see you at Mom’s birthday party next week, I will tell you all about the 
sightseeing we are going to do tomorrow. I am enclosing a copy of my essay with this 
letter. So far, it has been a great trip. 
 
Love, 
Yoshiko 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Answer both questions 1 and 2 below. 
 
 

1. Which of the following best describes a characteristic of Yoshiko? 
 
A. nervous 

B. shy 

C. friendly 

D. overwhelmed 

 
2. Which sentence from the passage best supports your answer? 

 
A. “I have so much to tell you I don’t know where to begin!” 

B. “Before our plane even took off, we were laughing and telling jokes like we’d 

known each other forever.” 

C. “I told her that I was thinking about becoming a reporter someday, and she 

said that she thought I could do it if I worked really hard.” 

D. “When I see you at Mom’s birthday party next week, I will tell you all about the 

sightseeing we are going to do tomorrow.” 

 
 
 
Read the following excerpt and then answer questions 1 and 2 below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. As it is used in the excerpt, the word “manuscript” most nearly means 
 
A. photograph 
B. newspaper 
C. document 
D. handwriting 

 
 

4. What phrase from the excerpt supports your answer? 
 
 
 
 
 

We got to see how a magazine goes from a rough 
manuscript to a finished issue. 

 



 
 

 
 
Essential Questions 
 

 

5. How do readers construct meaning from text? 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

  
  
 

6. Why is it important to pay attention to an author’s choice of words? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

  
  
 
  

7. What makes a narrative effective? 
 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 
 

Written Response 

 

The narrator of the passage is a 13-year-old girl named Yoshiko. Write a story 
about Yoshiko and Ms. Alvarez, told from Ms. Alvarez’s first-person point of view, 
about an event mentioned in the passage. 
 

Your story should: 

 be a well-structured narrative about an event in the passage 

 include dialogue between the characters 

 be consistent with the characters of Yoshiko and Ms. Alvarez as they are 

described in the passage 

 include detailed descriptions 

 have a logical conclusion 

 use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Scoring Guide: Grade 7, Unit 4 pre-assessment 

 

1. C 

2. B 

3. C 

4. “issue” or any other reasonable response 

 

 

 

Questions 5, 6, and 7 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the  
unit. Review responses to determine what students already know and  
understand.  
 
 
 
 
 Written Response – Use the rubric below. 

Construct 
Measured 

Score Point 0 Score Point 1 Score Point 2 Score Point 3 Score Point 4 

Reading: 
comprehensi
on of key 
ideas and 
details 
 

No response; or the 
response is  

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

  not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate. 

 
 
 

The response 
provides a 
minimally accurate 
or inaccurate 
analysis of what 
the text says, and 
cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or 
inaccurate 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Student’s 
narrative depicts  
Yoshiko and Ms. 
Alvarez in a  
way that bears no  
resemblance to 
their  
characters as 
presented in  
the passage. The 
narrative  
shows little or no 
awareness  
of the characters 
as shown  

The response 
provides a mostly 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly or 
inferentially and 
cited textual 
evidence, shows a 
basic 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  Student’s 
narrative is  
consistent with the  
characters of 
Yoshiko and Ms. 
Alvarez as 
presented in  
the passage but 
offers no  
significant 
development of  
the characters or 
the event.  
The narrative 
mostly  

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  Student’s 
narrative is  
consistent with the  
characters of 
Yoshiko and Ms. 
Alvarez as 
presented in  
the passage and 
shows  
additional 
development of  
their characters in 
a believable way. 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full comprehension 
of complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes:  
Student’s narrative  
convincingly 
depicts  
Yoshiko and Ms. 
Alvarez in a  
believable way 
consistent  
with their 
characters as  
described in the 
passage.  
The narrative is 
told from  
Ms. Alvarez’s point 



 
 

in the passage. 
 

repeats what is 
presented  
in the passage. 

of view, is  
based on an event 
from the passage, 
and uses dialogue 
and description to  
significantly 
develop the  
characters and 
expand on the 
event. 

Writing: 
developmen
t of ideas 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
develops the claim, 
topic and/or 
narrative elements 
minimally by using 
limited reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence and/or 
description; the 
development is 
limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task, purpose, 
and/or audience. 
 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides some 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
some reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear reasoning, 
details, text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
largely appropriate 
to the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides effective 
and 
comprehensive 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by using 
clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, details, 
text-based 
evidence, and/or 
description; the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 

Writing: 
organization 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited or no 
coherence, clarity, 
and/or cohesion, 
making the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas somewhat or 
entirely unclear. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
some coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically grouped 
ideas, making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas usually 
discernible but not 
obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
great deal of 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression 
of ideas, making it 
fairly easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion and 
includes a strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making it 
easy to follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 



 
 

Writing: 
clarity of 
language 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response has a 
style that has 
limited or impaired 
effectiveness, with 
limited or highly 
deficient 
awareness of the 
norms of the 
discipline.  The 
response includes 
limited if any 
descriptions, 
sensory details, 
linking or 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains a mostly 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
some precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
mostly precise 
language, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses 
precise language 
consistently, 
including 
descriptive words 
and phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-specific 
vocabulary. 

Writing: 
knowledge 
of language 
and 
conventions 
 
 

No response; or the 
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

 too limited to 

evaluate 

 

The response 
demonstrates little 
or no command of 
the conventions of 
standard English. 
There are frequent 
and varied errors 
in grammar and 
usage, 
demonstrating 
little or no control 
over language. 
There are frequent 
distracting errors 
in grammar and 
usage that often 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited command 
of the conventions 
of standard 
English. There are 
multiple errors in 
grammar and 
usage 
demonstrating 
minimal control 
over language. 
There are multiple 
distracting errors 
in grammar and 
usage that 
sometimes impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally 
consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are a few 
patterns of errors 
in grammar and 
usage that may 
infrequently 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
consistent with 
effectively edited 
writing. Though 
there may be a few 
minor errors in 
grammar and 
usage, meaning is 
clear throughout 
the response. 

 


